The role of high-dose chemotherapy in the management of advanced ovarian cancer.
Despite advances in terms of chemotherapy, the prognosis for patients with advanced ovarian cancer remains poor. The issue of dose intensity remains controversial in treatment of patients with advanced ovarian cancer. This review focuses on the issues of dose intensity, particularly platinum dose intensity with regard to treatment of advanced ovarian cancer. Specific issues addressed include 1) results of the current generation of randomized trials of dose intensity in ovarian cancer; 2) the use of combination platinum strategies, focusing on attempts at paclitaxol dose intensification in the setting of advanced ovarian cancer; and 3) approaches utilizing high-dose chemotherapy both with bone marrow and progenitor self-support and the use of multiple cycle high-dose chemotherapy in patients with advanced disease.